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As it would be impoſſible to 
collect the whole of this Corps toge- 
| ther, without the greateſt inconvenience _ 
to the Individuals who compole it, ſo 
as to be able to inſtruct them properly 
| how to act as one ſolid and compact 
; body; it is. propoſed to train them to 
act as Rangers or Markimen ; who, by 
continually harraſſing the Enemy in his 
Front, on his Flanks, and in his Rear; 
attacking his Detachments, Convoys, 
and Line of Communication, (for all 

which purpoſes their local knowledge 
of the Country particularly qualifies 
them) they may, if properly conducted, 
with very little riſque to themſelves, 
' occaſion a great and material Loſs to 
the Enemy, and perhaps totally prevent 
him from being able to penetrate! into 
the Country. 

With this View the following In- 

| ſtructions have been drawn up. 
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General Rules. 


A 


I forming the Like of March the 


Men are always to be in two Files, with- 


out any regard to the Man who was in the 


Front or Rear, or on the right or left of 


them when in Line; and the Files are to 


be 3 or 4 Paces aſunder with their arms as 
moſt convenient to them, when near an 
Enemy, Trailing, either in the right or 
left hand, and they muſt be perfectly ſilent. 


Drs There ſhould always be an Advanced 


Guard, Rear Guard, Flankers, and a Re- 


85 ſerve. 


They are to ach * looking 


at the Ground, but always before, or to 
the right and left of them. 


When Marching by Files and ordered 


to halt, they muſt never Croud, but halt 
at the ſame diſtance of 3 or 4 Paces as 
they marched, and they ſhould always 
take Poſſeſſion of a riſing Ground or Hill 
if near it; they are never to quit their 
Arms but when ordered ; and Centries 


A3 ſhould 
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ſhould always be poſted to ſee up and 
down the Road, or at ſome diſtance from 


the Party. 


In forming, they are always to form 
on the outſide of the Man whom they 
find formed already, at 3 or 4 Paces 
aſunder, or as far aſunder as to ſee the 
Motions of the Right and Left hand Man, 
and cover themſelves by a Tree, Stump, 
Dyke, Hedgerow, Stone, Bruſhwood, or 
Me elther Standing, Knecl- 


nding, or when there is no Cover, 


5 laying fa t with their Bellies to the Ground. 

hen near an Enemy, always, if 
_ poſſible, form out of his Sight, and then 
advance in Line. 


When a Cover is not eaſily found, 


there may be as many together as the Place 


of Cover will allow, only when Skirmiſh- 
ing or Covering the Retreat, but never 


when advancing upon the Enemy, as by 
extending yourſelf when driving them or 


purſuing them, it will always make the 


emy think the Number greater than it 


really is, and the Enemy's random Shot 


will 10 leſs execution. 


8  Flankers, 


Never march along the high Road 
when 2 to ſurpriſe an Enemy. 7 
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Flankers, 5 


Are to march abreaſt, and at en a 


diſtance from each other, when in Woods, 


or amongſt Hedges, as they may be able 


to ſee one another, and the Flanker neareſt 
the Main Body is never to loſe ſight of 
it They are ing, to examine all 


around them, ſo that no Party of the Enemy 


ſhould remain between them and the Main 


Body — When in a Plain the outmoſt 


_ Flanker, if there is a Riſing Ground, muſt 
| paſs over it, though it ſhould be two 
Muſquet Shot off. Should the Flankers 


diſcover the Enemy, without being per- 


ceived by him, they muſt conceal them 
ſelves as much as poſſible, ſend immediate 
intelligence to the Main Body, and ac- 


quaint the Commanding Officer which 


way the Enemy is marching, whether 


formed, or laying on their Arms, their 


Number, and Situation, keeping a conſtant 
Eye on the Enemy at the ſame time, and 
they ſhould not on any Account fire a 


Shot; but if they imagine the Enemy has 


obſerved them they are then to fire; it is 
the quickeſt Intelligence they can give 
If the Flankers when the Line is formed, 
find they extend beyond the Enemies 
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Flanks, they muſt then endeavour to 
ſurround them, and, if poſſible, attack 
them in the Rear. When a Retreat is 
ordered, they are to retire with the Flank 


they covered. Sometimes they may be 


called in for fear of being diſcovered, in 
which caſe they are to march in the Rear 
of the Commanding Officer cul ordered to 
their Poſt again. 


T he 4 doance Guard- 


Is to march in an Indian File along 
a Path or Road, or led by a Guide. They 
are to look about them, and often back, 

are always to keep in Sight of one ano- 
ther, and the neareſt to the Main Body 

in fight of it; and when they meet with 
a difficult Paſs, they muſt let the Main 
Body know it, by ſending back one 
Malt; the reſt Reconnoitre it and report 
what they perceive, they muſt then form, 
and remain there till ordered to proceed. 
When they diſcover an Enemy, they are 
. 25 8 in the ſame way as the Flan- 


If they are diſcovered, or fall in 


with the Enemy unawares, they are to 


fire on them, and keep them off as long 


as poſſible; but if they beat them, as 
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it probably is the Enemy” s Advanced 
Guard, they muſt proceed to the Main 


5 Body of the Enemy, and fire till their 
on Main Body comes up. Whenever, 
from the Situation and Nature of the 


Ground, they ſuſpect an Ambuſh, they 
muſt halt; Reconnoitre it thoroughly, and 


report their obſervations to the Main 
Body. 


"When: the Main Body forms to the 


| Right, the Advance Guard covers their 
left Flank; when the Main Body forms 
the Line of March to the Right, they 
become the Left Flankers. When the 
Main Body forms to the Left, or takes 


the Line of March that way, they be- 


come the Right Flankers. When it forms 


or marches to the Rear, they become the 


Rear Guard. 


© he Rear Guard, 


Is to March in an Indian File never 
out of fight of one another, and the 
neareſt Man to the Main Body, not out of 
Sight of it, look often back; and when 
the Main Body forms to the Right or 
Left, they cover the Right or Left Flank, 
and in a marching to the Right or bh; 

ank 


n 
flank them. When they diſcover an 
Enemy following them, they muſt form, 
fire upon them, and keep them off as 
long as poſſible, then retire to the Com 
manding Officer, and report what they 
have ſeen; when the Party forms to the 
front, they cover the Rear at 60 or 100 
Yards diſtance, facing outwards, and ex- 
tend as far as the Line, or within fight 
of one another, and when other Troops 
march in their Rear they muſt give 
Notice to their Party if the Column be- 
hind them halts; and the Column follow- 
ing them may judge by them what Place 
to keep, ſo as not to advance too faſt. 


T le Reſerve, 


Ts to ech in two Files behind the 
Column; when formed they draw up be- 
hind the Commanding Officer, ſo as to 
be within call; endeavour to cover them- 
ſel ves, and muſt be ready to march where 
ordered; either to outflank or fire on the 
Rear of the Enemy; they are to ſupport 
any part of the Line that is hard preſſed; 
or cover the Retreat by marching to the 
Wing moſt in danger; during this time 
the over Wing | is to fall back, "and form 
| R behind 


behind them, letting the Retreating Wing 
paſs through them ; they are then to fire 
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upon the advancing Enemy, and Retreat 
in their turn beyond the Wing that firſt 
_ retreated ; they are then to halt, and the 
two Wings are thus to cover each other's 
Retreat by turns. TED. 


' Wards of 


Command. 


To the Front 
form, 


Form the 7 
of March. 


44 
the Company ſtands ſtill, the 
leading Men of the two Files 
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Mancuvres. 


The Officer Commanding 


go 10 or 12 Paces, one to 


4 


the Right, and the other as 
many to the Left, and ſtand 


I facing to the front: the other 


Men in each File follow 


them, then paſs behind them, 
| | and form as directed in the 
(General Rules. - 


They are to pay no regard 
in forming the Line of 
March, in which file they 


go, provided only they form 


| two Files, neither is it ne- 


ceſſary 
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2 ceſſary that the Man who led 
| either of the two files ſhould 


lead it again, he may be in 


| the Center or the Rear; as 
Fu the Officer who Commands 
Te the Line of March 


from any part he chuſes. 


The Right hand File faces 
to the Right, and halts; the 


left hand File marches for- 


To the Right 


form. 


Form the line 


_ of March. 


— 


To the Left 


form. 


Form the line 
gs of March. 


| ward, and forms to the left 
of the right hand File, now 


become the Right Wing; 


leaving as much room as is 


neceſſary for the Right 
| | Flankers to form between 
the two Wings. 


As before mentioned. 


# The left hand File faces to 
the left, and halts; the Right 


| hand File marches forward, 
4 and forms the Right Wing, 


leaving room for the Left 


! Flankers to form between 


Lthe two wings. RN 


The 


0 
| { The whole form to the 

front as before mentioned, 

] ]andgo the right-abour, leav- 
| ing room for the Rear Guard 

< to form between them, 
through which opening the 
| reſerve runs, and forms in 
the Rear, as above directed. 
Or the whole (Reſerve ex- 
cepted) go to the right- 
about, run to the Rear of 
the Reſerve, who ſtand faſt, 
and form as directed to the 
front, leaving Room for the 
Rear Guard to form between 

Ihe two Wings. 
F 7 March. As before mentioned. f 
3 The Men of the Left hand 
File ſtep to the Right, and 
Form HY each Man covers bis Right 
1 8 hand Man, Keeping x diſ- 
| Ltance. 
| [ The Men of the Left 
Form two J hand File ſtep to the Left, 
Files. | as they were before they 
Ttormed the Indian File. 


700 the Rear | 
form. 


EP 


Sometimes 


wu) 
pn Marching and 
having a River, Swamp, or 
Righ mm ; any hes Inedimens, on 
iy Front 4 one of the Flanks, the Right 
e Front or Left hand File only can 
form. form; which it does in the 
Luſual way. 

The File which was pre 
Righror Le venred by the Obſtacle from 
hand File forming the Line, paſſes be- 
form theLeft | hind the other after it is 
or Rt. Wing. formed, and forms upon it's 

e CFlank. 

Oftentimes, in a Cloſe 
Country, it is neceſſary, af- 
ter being formed in Line, to 
march forwards, either to 
ita polleſhon* of an advan- 
. Forwards. 4 tageous Ground, or to pur- 


ing to the right about, to 
j take poſſeſſion of an advan- 
tageous Ground behind or 

- LIM covering the retreat. 
Prime and. They Prime and Load, 
| atone? ebe or Running. 


|] ſue the Enemy, or after go- 


Right or Left | 
Wing, or one 
or two Com- 


panies Cover 


. the „. 


Form he line 


of March, 


1 5 


In Retreating the Wing 
or Company which is hard 


preſſed is reinforced by the 
Reſerve, or another Com- 
| pany, and the other Wing 


or Company runs, and forms 
| behind them, at the dil- 
| tance of 50 or 100 Yards 


| [according to the Ground, 
covering or hiding them 
ſelves in the beſt way they 


can; then the preſſed Wing 

Ji ordered to retire, Who 
run through thoſe formed 

behind them, and forms, 


loading, if poſſible, as they 


run, or after they are formed; 
and wait till thoſe in their 
front paſs through them, then 
fire at the purſuing Enemy, 
and thus the two Wings 
proceed in covering each 


Lother in their turn. 


1 As before mentioned. 


The Men double up to the 

i Right and Leſt of the two _ 
File Leaders as directed for 
: jorming 


( 16 ) 

| forming to the front, only 
| | they keep their Files cloſe, 
Aland fill the Street, leaving juſt 
Form the Co- | room enough for a Man to 
lumn for paſs down on each Side. Thoſe 

Street Fir- | in the Rear of the Line of 
ing. | March, let there be ever ſo 
I many Companies, double up 
in the ſame way behind thoſe 
already formed, and cloſe up 
to the Front, making as many 
Ranks as the width of the 
(Str eet occaſions. 

C. They fire by Ranks, each 
 Fire—Street ) Rank moving off from its two 
Fring. ) FPlanks, and going to the Rear 

21248145 Ws 20s 


N. B. This Manceuvre of forming 
the Column is neceſſary in forcing a 
Bridge, or driving an Enemy out of 

an hollow Road—only, that gene- 
rally in all theſe Caſes, it is better to 
fill up the Space entirely, and charge 

5 with your Bayonets inſtead of firing. 


As before mentioned, only 

Form the line here being in ſuch a ee ; 
of March. Jof Ranks, each Rank muſt file 
„„ Toff, after the One in its Front. 
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| „„ 
The rear half, of each of 
Rn e [ the two Files, in the Line of 
5 Fl es March, double up on the 
e 1 outward Flank of the Front 
Files. „5 0 
ſ we ang i he two 7 8 
. D., ward Files, doubles up to the 
To = 5 Right and Left of 5 File 
77 9 3 Leaders, and the Men in the 
hy ** 5 \ innermoſt Files double up to 
fe dar e the Right and Left behind 
1 "oP Ii them, thus forming the Com- 
 Lpany, or Line, two deep. 
N. B. After the Men are perfect 
in the above Manceuvres, they are 
taught to form by Signals, without 
a Word of Command. 


All Bodies of Men exceeding twenty in 
Number are, on the Parade, to form two 
deep, in order not to take up too much 
room, and their Files about ſix inches diſ- 
tant from each other. As ſoon as they 


begin to form their Line of March, they 


will gain their proper diſtances as mentioned 
before. In all firings (except Street Firing, 
which is to be by Ranks) each Man is to 
fire ſeparately, and perfectly independent 
of the reſt, taking great care that he has 
7 Io good 
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good U aim before he pulls the Trigger, and 
is never to fire but when he thinks himſelf 


ſure of hitting the object he fires at. 
In forming, no ſtraight Lines are ob- 


ſerved, but all the advantages the Ground 
will allow, are taken to cover the Men, 
and command the Ground they are formed 


upon. When arrived at the Foot of a 


Hill, they form to the Front, and march up 
in Line, in order to prevent being enfiladed ; 
which would happen if they marched up 
in Files; and to be ready for Action either 
half way up the Hill, or when arrived at 
the Summit. | 
Whenformedin Link they are to be very 
attentive to the Signals given them; whe- 
ther to advance, fall back, gain ground to 
to the Right or Left, or aflemble to defend 
a Paſs, or Defile. They muſt remember 
to avail themſelves of every tree, and place 
of Strength, and keep at a proper diſtance 
from one another; They muſt not advance 


to purſue a Retiring Enemy too much out 


of the Line, leaſt they ſhould be cut off 


from their own Party, nor muſt they aban- 
don their Comrades who may be warmly 


engaged, by retreating too haſtily. from 
—— In ſnort this Method of Fighting, 


thou gh 


(39 7 
: though it ſeems irregular, nevertheleſs, re- 
2 quires great attention, and will anſwer no 
purpoſe unleſs carried on with a kind of 
Order. It is a principal Rule in this Mode 
of Fighting always, if poſſible, to gain the 
Enemy's Flanks, and Rear, and endeavour 
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